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THE ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE OF ART. 



PEIZE FIGHTING IN CHILL 



A traveller, who has seen a good deal of southern manners, thus 
writes : — If in Chili you have the misfortune to encounter an 
adversary, who comes against you with a lazo in his hand, kill 
him, or, at least, wound him dangerously ; otherwise your case is 
hopeless. Do not fancy you will have time to load your piece 
before the fatal thong is fastened round your body ; it comes 
quickly and reaches far. It is the boa-constrictor darting forth at 
its victim ; the hangman's rope by which the culprit is launched 
into eternity ; the lightning which in a moment wraps round the 
body and scorches it to death. The boa-constrictor may have a 
moment of generosity, the tiger and the hysena certainly have 
theirs ; tb,e reptile, before devouring its j>rey, may abandon it after 
having covered it with its venomous saliva ; but the lazo is inexor- 
able, and when once it grasps you in its folds, in vain will be all 
your tears, cries, and entreaties. 



hung ; and one would almost think the marvels of old time were 
revived in Chili, for as soon as the children can run alone, they 
begin to practise the use of the lazo with untiring assiduity. 
When they grow up to be men, they engage in frequent contests 
for a stated sum. Our engraving represents one of these. The 
reader will perceive that one of the combatants is armed with a 
cuchillo, or sharp steel blade set in a handle — in fact, a sort of 
dagger — and the other with a lazo. He may imagine there is 
likely to be some desperate work — the breast stabbed, the heart 
pierced, the shoulder maimed, or a hand gashed. But he need be 
under no apprehension. It is altogether a rose-water affair, a 
delicate sort of duel, such as sometimes takes place among young 
ladies at school. Whichever of the two combatants first grazes the 
skin of his opponent, even in the slightest degree, is considered 
the conqueror and wins the stakes. Accordingly, the one takes 




TWO CHILIANS FIGHTING WITH "LAZO" AND "CUCHILLO. 



The Chilian on horseback, with his puncho over his shoulder, his 
felt over his forehead, and his lazo in his hand, is safe against all 
opposition from man or beast. The bull, the jaguar, and the 
poumas, may come against him; but bull, jaguar, and poumas, 
must all be vanquished. The one he takes by the horns, the next 
by the neck, and the third by the leg. Wielded by a skilful hand, 
the lazo falls with unerring precision upon the part desired. The 
victim may twist and turn, coil itself up, or stretch itself out ; but 
it is all in vain ; by a slight movement of the hand, the lazo changes 
its direction, slackens or increases its rapidity, and, like an eagle of 
a hawk after its prey, it soon winds its remorseless folds round the 
body of the victim with inextricable tenacity. 

The historians of the middle ages tell us that in the Balearic 
Islands a child was not allowed to have any breakfast till he had 
knocked it down with his sling from the trees upon which it wds 



good care not to wound the other with his cuchillo, if lie can 
possibly help it, while the latter does his best to get a scratch, 
but nothing more. The agility and skill which they display in 
this singular sort of contest is quite surprising. 

These |.rize-fights do not always, however, terminate without 
mischief. The Chilian heart is not exempt from passion. It is 
irritated by defeat, and when once it is possessed with the thought 
of vengeance, the lazo and the cuchillo do their work very effectually, 
and a neck is strangled or a breast pierced. In case of death, there 
is no mercy for the survivor ; he is either executed, or sent to the 
galleys for life. But the lazo confers special privileges. It is an 
honourable, a patrician weapon, although only the people make use 
of it. The murderer who strangles with its thong is rarely pur- 
sued ; for he has shed no blood, and it is blood alone that consti- 
tutes a crime in Chili. 



